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Articles about chapter events and the members 
present, technical subjects, and personal experiences 
that would be of interest to the Mid-Atlantic Chapter 
(MAC) membership are welcome for inclusion in the 
Signal Seeker. In addition classified advertisements 
may be submitted for inclusion as space permits. Email 
is the preferred means, but we have the ability to scan 
both text and pictures if you send them by mail.

MAC

Issue Date Articles Due Publish Date

Spring March 15 March 29 
Summer June 1 June 15
Fall September 1 September 15
Winter December 1 December 15

Signal Seeker Schedule

Business cards must be no larger than 2-inches by 
3.5 inches. Yearly Rates; MAC members: $20.00, 
non-members; $30.00

Member corvette related classified “Wanted and Parts for 
Sale” are free; however, they cannot be carried over to the 
next issue unless requested before the issue deadline.

Advertising requests should be sent to:

MAC Chairman: 
K.C. Strawmyre at suestrawmyre@embarqmail.com

Cc: Signal Seeker editors at jocarpenter@comcast.net,
   or secarpenter@comcast.net

Full Year 
(4 issues)

Single 
Issue

Full Page (8.5” x 11”) $250.00 $65.00
Half Page $140.00 $35.00
Quarter Page $75.00 $20.00
1/16 Page $50.00 $15.00

Commercial Advertising

Business Card Advertising
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Elected Officers
Chairman K.C. Strawmyre suestrawmyre@embarqmail.com
Vice Chairman Bob Baird envcons@comcast.net
Treasurer Don Harris donh45@yahoo.com
Secretary Jim Hofferbert hofferje@comcast.net
Judging Chairman Rick Aleshire mdninja1@hotmail.com
Regional Directors
Northeastern John & Mary Jo Yglesias yglesiasj@cox.net
Southeastern Jerry & Susan Duffey duffey302@cox.net
Southwestern Page Campbell pcampbell3618@comcast.net
Northwestern Ron & Sharon Wilson wilball@comcast.net

2013 MAC Board of Directors

Contact MAC Chairman,
K.C. Strawmyre

at

*  *  *
for more information

suestrawmyre@embarqmail.com

Appointed Board Members   
Charitable Activities Mike Gardner michael.gardner@mindspring.com
Historian Vacant 
Membership Manager Reid Newcomb newcomb.reid@comcast.net
Merchandise Manager Diane Hofferbert  hofferje@comcast.net 
Nat’l Corvette Museum Ambassador Dick Schmid rnschmid@chartertn.net
NCRS Chapter Awards Representative Martha Baird envcons@comcast.net
Personal Property Manager Bob Baird envcons@comcast.net
Signal Seeker Editors-in-Chief John & Susan Carpenter jocarpenter@comcast.net
  secarpenter@comcast.net
Signal Seeker Pub. & Distribution Larry Negley & Ron Wilson larry.negley@acps.k12.md.us
  wilball@comcast.net  
Technical Advisors Mike McCagh & Jeremy Turner marylandmissle@atlanticbb.net
  turnerjt63@comcast.net
Web Site Manager Gary Wilkerson/Leslie Lemish  gary.wilkerson@comcast.net
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2013
MAC Schedule of Events

Welcome New Members
For detailed contact information on new members, 
please email Reid at newcomb.reid@comcast.net

We at MAC take great pride in welcoming our new 
members. Our chapter has been growing and striving 
to meet new challenges since 1982. Our members come 
from a variety of backgrounds, some with expertise on 
restorations, some with knowledge of Corvette history 
and some who just enjoy taking an occasional drive 
on a Sunday afternoon. Whatever your interests may 
be, please take some time to mark your calendar with 
our upcoming events and activities. As always, we look 
forward to seeing you and your family attending MAC 
events (your car or cars to be included of course). 
Should you have any membership questions, please call 
Reid Newcomb at (410) 742-3070, email: newcomb.
reid@comcast.net or contact any MAC officer.

MAC 
Membership

Reid Newcomb
Jan 
23-26

Florida Chapter Old Town 
Kissimmee Winter Regional
Kissimmee (Orlando), FL

March 16 Charity Tech Session 
Shippensburg, PA

March 24 Mason Dixon Chapter 
Spring Judging Meet
Havre de Grace, MD

April 11-14 Southeast Chapter NCRS 
Museum Regional Meet
Bowling Green, KY

April 20 Tech Session
Klick Lewis Chevrolet
Palmyra, Pa

May 4 National Convention 
Walk-thru
Hampton, VA

May 16-19 New England Regional Meet
Marlborough, MA

June 6-9 Northern California 
Regional Meet
Lake Tahoe, CA/NV

June 22 Tech Session 
Zip Products
Mechanicsville, VA

July 21-26 NCRS National Convention
Hampton, VA

Aug 23-25 Corvettes at Carlisle - 
NCRS Gallery XIII
Carlisle, PA

Aug 24 11th Annual Picnic 
Shippensburg, PA
K.C. and Sue Strawmyre (717-423-6735)
Mike and Connie Hair (717-263-0792)

Sept 19-22 Louisiana  Chapter Deep 
South New Orleans
Regional
Kenner, LA

Oct - TBD Annual Meeting

Oct 17-19 Texas Chapter Regional Meet
Frisco, TX

Dec – TBD MAC Western Region
Christmas Dinner
Ron Wilson (301-463-5570)

Mid-Atlantic Chapter
mourns the recent passing of:

John Wesley Evans V                                     
May 23, 2012

John was the 16-year-old son of John Evans IV and his 
wife Michelle, owners of Jack Evans Chevrolet and a 
MAC member.  He was a true car enthusiast and was 

well-liked by everyone who knew him.

John Wesley Evans III                                             
August 30, 2012

John founded Jack Evans Chevrolet in Front Royal, 
VA in 1975.  He was the father of John Evans IV and 
a strong supporter of NCRS.  He hosted many MAC 

technical events at his dealership.

Jim & Mary Moxley
Manassas, VA

Adam Williams
Atlantic, PA 
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Happy holidays to everyone! This is the time of year when 
we all spend quite a bit of time indoors. If you are like me, 

you are planning new projects to keep busy over the winter 
months, then soon the warm weather will arrive and we will 
all be itching to get our cars out of the garage and blow the 
dust off them.

The new schedule of events is in this edition of the Signal 
Seeker; make sure you mark your calendars for all the 
events. I want to personally invite all our members to come 
to Hampton, VA on May 11, the location for our national 
convention in July. We will be looking at the facility and 

K.C. Strawmyre

Chairman’s 
Message

discussing operation plans and looking for more volunteers 
and other related items. We need your input and help! 

If you look on the page that list our officers you will see 
some changes, I like to welcome them and thank you for 
volunteering. Lets all make them feel welcome. I would also 
like to thank the people that “retired” from their positions for 
a job well done.

I look forward to seeing many of you in Kissimmee where I 
hope it will be warm and nice. After that I will see you at our 
first tech session.  

John Carpenter

Editor’s
Note

Hello everybody!  By now most of us have gained weight 
and probably imbibed a bit too much in the celebration of 

making it through 2012 and welcoming 2013.  2012 was quite 
a busy year with many pleasant get-togethers, tech sessions, 
car shows, and NCRS events. Every December I plug in my 
Battery Tender, give the car a good wash and wax, cover it, 
and try to forget it for 3 or 4 months. That’s not always the 
easiest thing to do when we get a winter thaw. I’ve even been 
known to go for a ride on a warm day when nobody was 
watching!

There is much to look forward to this year. The first thing is the 
unveiling of the C7 at the Detroit Auto Show. I plan to be there 
to see it in person. I’m sure you’ll notice, the MAC Schedule 
of Events is full with something going on almost every month.  
As you already know, MAC is responsible for hosting the 2013 
NCRS National that will be taking place in Hampton Roads, 
VA in July.  If you’ve been a member of NCRS for any length 
of time and been able to attend any previous Nationals, you 
also already know the significant  level of effort required to 
successfully pull off one of these events. Many MAC members 
have stood up to take on the management responsibilities for 
this National and it will be really appreciated if you can offer 

your help and assistance. We have had some spectacular 
Nationals over the past years and we need to rally to the call 
this time.  It will be fun and rewarding in the end.

John Waggoner, the Web administrator has asked all NCRS 
newsletter editors to publicize the new Memorial Wall 
feature of the National Corvette Restorers Society Website. 
As NCRS is now approaching our 40th year we are losing 
longtime friends and fellow Corvette hobbyists. Our way of 
remembering and keeping these friends in our hearts is to 
build the NCRS Memorial Wall where we can list deceased 
members and include a little information about their NCRS 
life. Our Chapter Membership Manager, Reid Newcombe, 
will be responsible for maintaining this new feature for all 
MAC members. You will find the Memorial Wall linked from 
the Membership Services menu on the NCRS website or 
directly at http://www.ncrs.org/memorial_wall.php. This link 
will allow you to find a deceased member in the listing by 
selecting the first letter of the last name and then click on 
the Biography link if available. If a deceased member is not 
listed and you have the death information, please contact the 
Cincinnati office by email or phone to have the person marked 
as deceased first. Once the name appears Reid can create 
the biography. He should be provided with the death date if 
possible along with any biographical information and a photo, 
if available. Please help to keep the memory of our deceased 
members alive for us.

Lastly, many thanks to the MAC members who contributed 
to this edition of Signal Seeker and all 2012 editions.  There’s 
no way I could produce this newsletter without your helpful 
articles and support.  All the best in 2013!
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Travel and Lodging Information

Hotel room blocks are now open and accepting 
reservations whether you have registered for the 

Convention or not.  The host hotel is co-located with 
the Hampton Roads Convention Center. All on-site 
activities are being held there and buses for all off-
site activities depart from there.

National Convention Host Hotel

Embassy Suites
1700 Coliseum Drive 
Hampton, VA  23666

Reservations:  757-827-8200
 NCRS Group Rate Code:  CRS
 Rate:  $155 per night, single or  
 double occupancy

Note:  Parking in hotel lot is at no charge but is limited.  
Secure Corvette parking is available at the co-located 
Convention Center. (Fee covers entire event. See 
registration for details.) 

Additional Convention Hotels 
Within close proximity to the Convention Center

Courtyard Marriott
1917 Coliseum Dr.
Hampton, VA  23666

Reservations:  757-838-3300/800-321-2211
 NCRS Group Rate Code:  NCRS
 Rate:  $94 per night, single or double  
 occupancy

Note:  Breakfast not included in room rate.

2013 NCRS National Convention Update

Holiday Inn Express
1813 West Mercury Blvd.
Hampton, VA  23666

Reservations:  757-838-8484
 NCRS Group Rate Code:  NCRS
 Rate:  $119 per night, single or   
 double occupancy

Note:  Includes Hot Express Start Breakfast Bar

Comfort Inn Coliseum & Convention Center
1916 Coliseum Dr.
Hampton, VA  23666

Reservations:  757-827-5052
 NCRS Group Rate Code:  NCRS
 Rate:  $79 per night, single or 
 double  occupancy

Springhill Suites Marriott
1997 Power Plant Parkway
Hampton, VA  23666

Reservations:  757-310-6333
 NCRS Group Rate Code:  NCRS
 Rate:  $129 per night, single or 
 double occupancy
 
Hilton Garden Inn
1999 Power Plant Parkway
Hampton, VA  23666

Reservations:  757-310-6323
  NCRS Group Rate Code:  NCRS
  Rate:  $129 per night, single or 
  double occupancy
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED IN HAMPTON STARTING FRIDAY,  JULY 19  |   ENHANCE                      YOUR CONVENTION EXPERIENCE: VOLUNTEER!  |   VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
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Schedule: Sunday July 21, 2013
Vehicles will begin arriving the Hampton Teen 
Center (300 Butler Farm Rd., Hampton) at 
approximately 10:30 a.m. Arrival will be in groups 
of 8 to 12 Corvettes from the Yorktown area via 
U.S. 17 and Virginia State Route 134 (SR134). A 
group of 30 cars will come to the Teen Center from 
the Hampton Roads Convention Center (HRCC). 
Total number of Corvettes expected: 150. Parade 
will depart the Teen Center at 11:45 a.m. to arrive 
at the HRCC by 12 noon.

Objectives:
• Minimal traffic interruption
• Avoid church traffic
• Avoid more congested areas such as 

shopping center
• Continuous flow of Corvette Parade from 

staging to HRCC
• Publicity opportunity for Hampton to 

welcome NCRS visitors

Route specifics:
Left out of Teen Center to east bound on Butler 
Farm Rd. (NCRS will have members in the Teen 
Center lot itself and at the exit onto Butler Farm 
Rd. to assist and direct drivers as needed.)

Cross SR134, Magruder Blvd., continuing east on 
Butler Farm Rd. (Traffic light intersection control 
has been requested.)

Right to south on North Armistead Ave. (Traffic 
light intersection control has been requested.)

Continue on North Armistead Ave. crossing the 
following intersections for which traffic control 
may be required and has been requested as advised 
by Hampton City Police:

 Hampton Roads Center Pkwy.
 Tide Mill Ln.
 West Mercury Blvd. (U.S. Route 258)

Right on Convention Center Blvd. (Traffic light 
intersection control has been requested.) 

Right on Coliseum Drive. (Intersection control 
has not been requested; NCRS will have members 
at the intersection to assist and direct drivers as 
needed.)

Right into HRCC parking lot, then left to proceed 
directly past front of HRCC. Route makes a “U” 
turn after crossing under the HRCC Canopy into 
the parking lot at front. (NCRS will have members 
at the intersection and  the HRCC driveways and 
parking lot to assist and direct drivers as needed.)

Convention Update: Parade Route

2013 NCRS Convention Road Tour Arrival Hampton Parade Route
— Bill Sangrey

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED IN HAMPTON STARTING FRIDAY,  JULY 19  |   ENHANCE                      YOUR CONVENTION EXPERIENCE: VOLUNTEER!  |   VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED in Hampton starting Friday, July 19th. There are many jobs that must be completed prior 
to the start of the Convention on Sunday, July 21. Enhance your Convention experience and VOLUNTEER!  
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HRCC Map with Parking Spaces

HAMPTON ROADS
CONVENTION CENTER

232 CARS/
3 LIFTS

SPORTSMAN
SECURE AND
OUTSIDE ‘63S

(RT ARRIVAL NOON SUNDAY)
(280 SPACES)

330 SPACES

ROAD TOUR
ARRIVAL

312 SPACES

OPERATIONS
STAGING

(280 SPACES)

TRAILERS
(408 SPACES)

Automotive Equipment Company of Iron Station, 
North Carolina has been selected to provide 

three Quality Lifts for the Bowtie Judging (and other 
events) at the 2013 National Convention.  Since it 
is no longer feasible or cost effective for the NCRS 
to own or maintain the lifts, all three models will be 
sold prior to the convention at significant discounts. 
The pre-sale is being offered first, exclusively to 
Mid-Atlantic Chapter members and then, effective 
February 1, to all NCRS members via Driveline.  

The models available are the Q4P07H (7,000 lb.- 
rated–lifting height 63”), Q4P09H (9,000 lb.-rated–
lifting height 73.25”), and Q4P09X (9,000 lb.-rated– 
lifting height 85.5”).  All three are black in color, come 
with 36” aluminum ramps, are ALI/ETL-rated, and 
wired for 115v plug in/220v capable. These are high- 
quality lifts containing many features not found on 
lower-priced lifts, such as commercial grade cables 
(1/2”), manual locks (no air required), adjustable 
internal lock system, secondary lock mechanism, 
full size columns (no exposed cables), and more. It 
should be noted that the two 9,000 lb. units would 

Lifts for 2013 NCRS National Convention Available for Purchase

better accommodate larger vehicles such as trucks or 
SUVs. Additional details and specifications are available 
at http://www.qualitylifts.com.

All the lifts exceed the lifting requirements for Corvettes 
and fully support the judging needs for the convention. 
The vendor plans to have all three on display for future 
sales purposes. Nevertheless, the models selected for 
use at the convention will depend on which models are 
sold on a “first-come-first-serve” basis.  

However, they must be pre-sold before delivery to the 
convention site. The owner/purchaser will be responsible 
for disassembly and removal, as well as shipping to their 
home location. The vendor will be available to assist with 
delivery and set up at your location for an additional fee. 
In addition, Quality Equipment has a nation-wide network 
of service and support available for assistance.

If you are interested in an opportunity to own one of these 
lifts or would like additional information, please contact 
Ward Sevila, 804-580-4177 or email at wsevila@msn.
com with the model you are interested in purchasing.

ENHANCE YOUR CONVENTION EXPERIENCE: VOLUNTEER!  |   VOLUNTEERS                  NEEDED IN HAMPTON STARTING FRIDAY,  JULY 19,  2013  |   VOLUNTEER! 
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Car Management: Volunteers Needed — Bill Sangrey

Road Tour Parade Staging:                                    
Gary Dukeman and Ernie Cope

Road Tour Arrival Parade Route and                 
Police Coordination: Bill Sangrey

Display Floor Layout: Frank Paschal

Z06 Special Display and Year of the ‘63 Display: 
Rick Aleshire

Corvette Chassis Evolution Display: Jim Board

Car Wash Area Setup: Bunk Johnston

PV Route Design: Bill Sangrey

Road Tour Last Night Out and Route to Hampton: 
Bill Sangrey

Judging Floor Coordinator: Rick Aleshire

Tech Sessions and Judging Schools:                       
Bob Baird

“Bowtie” Lift Procurement, Setup and Sale:       
Ward Sevila

Car Photos: Ron Dill

Display Hall Load-in, Fire Regulation Conformance: 
Gary Terwilliger

Security: Rodger Rowe

TO VOLUNTEER for any of these important 
functions, please contact Jane Ravenberg, 
Volunteer Coordinator via e-mail at jaravenberg@
triad.rr.com

The Cars committee is handling the planning 
and the implementation of all things related 

to the Corvette arrival, display and judging. There 
are a lot of moving pieces in this very large puzzle. 
And every one of those pieces has to be planned, 
managed and carried out. The list of tasks includes:
 
• laying out parking lots and indoor parking 

within the HRCC; 
• staging the Road Tour parade; 
• putting out the direction and welcome 

signage; 
• placing the HRCC fire extinguishers; 
• managing security; 
• directing arriving Corvettes, tow vehicles, 

trailers, RVs and semis to their assigned 
parking; 

• transporting and unloading the advanced 
shipments at the HRCC; 

• moving in the Special and the Chassis 
Evolution Displays, 

• inspecting each Corvette going in the HRCC, 
• getting the lifts in place, 
• coordinating the speakers, 
• putting out and checking on the wash 

buckets, hoses, 
• taking car photos, and more.

Managers of these areas are:

Trailer Parking: K.C. Strawmyre

Advance Shipment receipt, storage and delivery: 
Gary Terwilliger

Operations Check Staging/Parking:                      
Frank Paschal and Steve Ciaccio

Secure Corvette Parking: Bill Sangrey

Convention Update: Car M
anagem

ent

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS... 
in Hampton starting Friday, July 19th. In addition 
to the car management tasks listed above, there 
are jobs that must be completed prior to the start 
of the Convention on Sunday, July 21. These tasks 
are in attendee registration, goodie bags, sign and 
banner placement and vendor set-up. We are in 
desperate need of volunteers. So, enhance your 
Convention experience and VOLUNTEER!  

ENHANCE YOUR CONVENTION EXPERIENCE: VOLUNTEER!  |   VOLUNTEERS                  NEEDED IN HAMPTON STARTING FRIDAY,  JULY 19,  2013  |   VOLUNTEER! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED in Hampton starting Friday, July 19th. There are many jobs that must be completed prior 
to the start of the Convention on Sunday, July 21. Enhance your Convention experience and VOLUNTEER!  
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The Mid-Atlantic Chapter (MAC) Planning 
Committee (John Yglesias, Chairman, and 

committee members, Duane Ravenberg, Bill 
Sangrey, and I, John Veen, have been working on 
the 2013 NCRS National Convention in Hampton, 
Virginia. The National is approaching very rapidly. 
As of this edition of Signal Seeker, there are only 
seven (7) short months until the opening date.

With that in mind, MAC is in serious need of 
VOLUNTEERS and that means you. I know that 
there are other volunteer opportunities mentioned 
in this edition of Signal Seeker. Without diminishing 
the need for VOLUNTEERS in the other areas of the 
National, there is an added bonus with the daytime 
bus tours: FREE admission to the venue when 
volunteering as a daytime bus leader! The job is 
quite simple (but not without some responsibility).

As you will see when you review the list of daytime 
bus tours, the venues we will visit starting on July 
22 and continuing through July 25, 2013 are quite 
diverse, but all are very interesting. The list of bus 
tours including the dates, the venues and the number 
of buses for each daytime bus tour (each requiring a 
bus tour leader) are as follows:

July 22: Colonial Williamsburg (all day); lunch on 
your own; 4 buses

July 22: Military Aviation Museum (morning); box 
lunch at the museum; Naval Air Station Oceana 
(afternoon); 3 buses

July 23: Miss Hampton II Harbor Cruise (morning); 
lunch on your own; Virginia Air & Space Center, 
Hampton Carousel and the Hampton History 
Museum (afternoon); 2 buses

July 23: Jamestown Settlement (morning); box 
lunch at the Jamestown Settlement Café; Yorktown 
Victory Center (afternoon); 2 buses

July 24: Norfolk Naval Base tour (all day); buffet 
lunch on base at the Vista Point Club; 3 buses

2013 NCRS National Bus Tours — John Veen

July 24: Berkeley Plantation and Shirley Plantation; 
one bus to one plantation in the morning and to 
the second plantation in the afternoon; the reverse 
schedule for the second bus; lunch at the Charles City 
Tavern (both buses together); 2 buses

July 25: Williamsburg Pottery Factory (morning); 
buffet lunch at The Williamsburg Winery; winery 
tour and wine tasting at The Williamsburg Winery 
(afternoon); 1 bus

July 25: U.S. Army Transportation Museum 
(morning); buffet lunch at The Williamsburg Winery; 
winery tour and wine tasting at The Williamsburg 
Winery (afternoon); 1 bus

July 25: Nauticus/USS Wisconsin BB64 Battleship 
Tour (all day); box lunch at the Outtakes Café @ 
Nauticus; 4 buses

To VOLUNTEER as a daytime bus tour leader, the process 
is simple and straightforward. Contact Jane Ravenberg, 
Volunteer Coordinator via e-Mail at jaravenberg@triad.
rr.com. When you contact Jane, please indicate which 
daytime bus tour you would like to lead by indicating the 
date and the venue to be visited.

The MAC Planning Committee cannot overemphasize 
the need for MAC members to step up and VOLUNTEER 
for whatever job you can.  This should help the Chapter 
to ensure that the 2013 NCRS National Convention is 
the very best it can be. Please VOLUNTEER!
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VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED IN HAMPTON STARTING FRIDAY,  JULY 19,  2013  

We need volunteers in Hampton starting Friday, July 19th. There are many jobs that must be completed prior 
to the start of the Convention on Sunday, July 21. Enhance your Convention experience and VOLUNTEER!  



SIGNAL SEEKER Winter 2012  11

Fall Meet and Annual Meeting
by John Carpenter

The MAC annual meeting was held at the Hospitality 
House, Fredericksburg, VA, on October 27th.  Thirty 
six members were in attendance.  The meeting was 

called to order by Chairman K.C. Strawmyre at 2:55 pm. 

Mike Mc McCagh, Bill Sangrey, and Tom Maxwell were 
recognized for Charter membership in MAC for 30 years.

Committee Reports

Charity: Mike Gardner reported that all bereavement 
funds would go to the NCRS Foundation unless otherwise 
specified by the bereaved.  This year 100% went to the 
Foundation.  This year we received $332.00 in matching 
funds which went to Cystic Fibrosis.  The new charity for 
2013 is The Wounded Warriors Foundation.

Signal Seeker: John Carpenter reported (extending 
credit to Ron Wilson and Larry Negley).  Good feedback 
has been received pertaining to the change to electronic 

publication of the newsletter. This saves on print and 
mailing costs.

Property: Bob Baird reported that all property in the 
toolbox was accounted for; either in his possession or 
on loan.

Membership:  Bill Sangrey put forth the need for a backup 
to Reid for those times he is out of the country. John 
Yglesias suggested the use of “Yahoo Clearinghouse.”

Merchandise: Diane Hofferbert reported sales for 2012 
at $410.00, including $50.00 taken in orders the day of 
the meeting. “Pockets are in,” so more merchandise 
with pockets can be expected in the future.

Chapter Top Flight Award, (CTFA) (formerly COTY): It 
was reported that we have met our minimal goal for CTFA 
this year. We also had a good turnout for our chapter 
judging meet in Hampton, VA. Martha Baird reported 

A beautiful fall day 
brought out 36 
MAC members to 
the Fall Meet and 
Annual Meeting in 
Fredericksburg, VA.
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Attendees enjoyed 
lunch and then got 
to down to business 
at the Annual 
Meeting.

that we are well on target for 2012 thanks to lots of 
activities and participation throughout the year.  To meet 
100% of all requirements we still need two tech articles 
for the Winter Signal Seeker.  Bill Sangrey introduced a 
discussion about what distinguishes a technical article 
verses other types of articles.  “How to do something” 
on a C1 – C4, or comparing one part to another, was 
offered as one definition by Bob Baird.  John Carpenter 
supported the above verses a “human interest story” 
Building your LT7 or your Museum delivery experience 
is definitely something to be shared, but not counted as 
a tech article for CTFA.

Old Business: Plans for the upcoming 2013 National 
Convention in Hampton, VA were discussed. The need for 
volunteers was stressed. Thanks go out to the committee 
for the preparations so far, and for the presentation prior 
to the annual meeting.

New Business: Regarding bereavement notices, a 
discussion was held regarding communicating losses 
of members and others in order to respect the privacy 
of the bereaved. Mike Gardner, Charitable Activities 
Director, is the point man.  Reid Newcomb, Membership, 
is responsible for membership input and communication 
to the general membership.  Respect for the wishes and 
privacy of the bereaved family was emphasized.

Bill Sangrey encouraged involvement of new officers 
and the need to take the 
job seriously. Again, the 

need for help at the National Convention in Hampton was 
stressed.  Bob Baird suggested the possibility of calling 
on the local Boy Scout troop for volunteers.  This, it was 
suggested, however, could be a major liability issue.

2013 Schedule:  K.C. Strawmyre stressed the need for 
input from the membership as to their desires.  Contact 
either K.C. or Bob Baird.

Election of Officers for 2013

In lieu of a nominating committee this year nominations 
were open to the floor.

Chairman – K.C. Strawmyre nominated for a 4th term, 
seconded, and accepted by acclimation.

Vice Chairman – Bob Baird nominated for a 2nd term, 
seconded, and accepted by acclimation.

Treasurer – Dave Grey declined nomination for a 
4th term. Don Harris was nominated, seconded, and 
accepted by acclimation.

Secretary – Jim Hofferbert nominated for a 2nd term, 
seconded, and accepted by acclimation.

Judging Chairman – Ken Hartzog withdrew his name 
from consideration for a 2nd term. Rick Aleshire was 
nominated, seconded, and accepted by acclimation.

Closing Discussions

K.C. again encouraged overall involvement by 
all the members throughout the year. Along 

this line, Mike Gardner suggested 
new members be called, welcomed, 
and invited to the next tech session 
or event.  Don Harris suggested 
a welcome letter and welcome 
package, including the latest Signal 
Seeker, name badge, and other 
appropriate items be sent to new 
members.

John Carpenter recommended that 
current officers develop position 
descriptions that can be given to 
incoming officers as a guide to the 
duties and responsibilities of elected 
and appointed officials.
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Technically Speaking
by Bill Sangrey and John Carpenter

TECH ALERT TECH ALERT TECH ALERT TECH ALERT TECH ALERT TECH ALERT

You may mot be aware but in June, 2012, the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) approved 
the sale of E15 gasoline.  We are all familiar with 

E10 which is 10% ethanol, 90% gasoline. E15 is 15% 
ethanol and 85% gasoline. The E15 blend is suppose to 
be better for the environment than E10 however nine auto 
manufacturers have serious concerns regarding potential 
engine damage in some vehicles if E15 is used. MAC 
enjoyed a technical session at K.C. Strawmyre’s garage 
last year given by Bill Sangrey in which Bill showed the 
adverse effects of E10 on older fuel systems especially if 
the vehicle is idle for most of the time. Ethanol separates 
from gasoline over time and reportedly combines with 
water to form a corrosive mixture that eats fuel system 
components. Various reports state that the EPA claims 
E15 can be used in all vehicles built since 2001, however, 
the American Automobile Association (AAA) and several 
auto manufacturers warn that E15 can damage fuel 
lines and void new car warranties. According to AAA, 
“automotive engineering experts believe that sustained 
use of E15 gas, both in newer and older vehicles, can 
cause accelerated engine wear and failure, fuel system 
damage, and false “check engine” lights for vehicles not 
approved by manufacturers to use E15.”  

Reportedly, Toyota, VW, Nissan, Chrysler, and BMW 
have all gone on record stating they will not cover fuel-
related claims caused by the use of E15. AAA President 
and CEO Robert Darbelnet also reports that Ford, 
Volvo, Honda, Mercedes Benz, and Kia have stated that 
the use of E15 in their vehicles will void their warranties 
because of the potential corrosive damage to gaskets, 
fuel lines, and other engine components. Whether 
these claims are accurate or not will take much more 
testing and a lot more time. However, as far as I’m 
concerned, until the real truth is known I will be very 
cautious about using E15 in any of my vehicles except 
the ones marked for flex fuel use.  If I can avoid it, I will 
never use E15 in any of my classic motorcycles or cars 
built prior to 2001.  An interesting Fox News report on 
this subject can be viewed at: 

http://video.foxbusiness.com/v/2000862202001/
warnings-not-to-use-e15-gas-in-your-car/

NCRS

?
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We wrecked. Just did not hit anything. 
“Look where you want to go.”

by Bill Sangrey

To my instructors (Jack Priestner, Jerry McKinney, 
Gary Wolf, and several others whose names I forget 

from those High Performance Driving Events (HPDEs) 
NASA holds at Summit Point and Roc Linkov runs for 
NCM at VIR): THANK YOU! 

I have owned the 2003 Z06 since new (I’ve owned 
Corvettes since 1974 when I purchased my ‘63 Split 
Window Coupe). I’ve driven the Z06 in several autocross 
events: one time without the ABS/Active Handling 
working (the module had failed but I drove the event 
anyway which was exciting to say the least but really 
embarrassing), and once at the Cumberland Valley 
Corvette Club (CVCC) Pocono Raceway Driving School, 
a National Council of Corvette Clubs (NCCC) track event 
back in 2007. As a result of that enjoyable learning 
experience I purchased a C4 race-prepared car in 2008 
and continued with other HPDE events, thoroughly 
enjoying and learning (in my retirement having never 
done this previously). And from these experiences I 
became a better driver on the road. But now I’m not sure 
how much better.  I’ve told other Corvette owners “You 
really need to take your C5 or C6 on the track to learn its 

capabilities and just how good a car it is.” And I’ve also 
said “The Z06 is a better driver than I am.”  I really did 
not know how true that statement was and is.

Recently, on Interstate I-81 just north of Carlisle, PA 
around milepost 55, I had the unfortunate experience 
of going “off roading” with my Z06 — with my wife Jo 
Ann in the car. I was in the left, high speed and most 
importantly the “passing” lane traveling in a line of traffic 
at about 72 mph. A Toyota Tundra pickup (one of the full 
size newer ones) was not happy being behind me. He 
was pushing me, right on my rear bumper cover. I had 
left what I felt was a proper space to the car in front of me 
— six or so car lengths. The Tundra driver apparently did 
not agree and began to pass me in the right lane closing 
on the slower traffic there which included a couple of 
motor cycles which I was about to pass. I knew that he 
would be cutting me off taking what space there was and 
leaving me a car length or two. So I made a mistake and 
moved up to suggest to him that he not do what I felt 
he planned to do. Well, he did what I did not expect: he 
swerved to the left into the side of my Z06. 

It’s a beautiful thing: 
The C5 and C6 Active 
Handling unit can 
save a driver from 
major mayhem. The 
author recommends 
owners take their cars 
to the track to fully 
appreciate how good 
their cars really are.
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To avoid impact, I swerved quickly onto the shoulder; he 
left me no room on the pavement: he took it all. At that 
point the median is sloped from the shoulder for drainage. 
And to make matters worse the grass was wet from the 
previous night’s rain. I knew right away that I needed to 
avoid going further into the ditch;  if I did, things would 
get worse rapidly and exponentially — e.g., across into 
oncoming traffic, flip, roll — really bad stuff. We were 
suddenly sliding with road debris flying everywhere; 
e.g., blown truck tires, stones and general junk. But that 
racing experience came to our rescue. I looked straight 
down the road shoulder (automatically I guess because 
I sure don’t remember thinking it) pointing the steering 
wheel in the direction where I wanted to go. I did not 
touch the brakes; I just came off the gas. 

The Tundra disappeared. I eased the Z06 back on the 
pavement and looked into the saucer-sized eyes of the 
motor cycle rider, who, I’m sure, knew that he had not 
just been hit by a black Z06 spinning back across the 
road into him. Other than some minor damage to the 
underside of the Z06, nothing worse happened. We 
did pull over, control our emotions, check the car for 
damage and call the State Police to report the incident. 
Nothing could be done to get the driver, however, since 
I somehow missed getting his tag number in all the 
excitement.

Being able to write this is all due to my Driving School 
and HPDE instructors. And because the car saved us — 
pure and simple. I did not experience a major wreck; no 
crossing into the other lanes, no roll or flip. The Active 
Handling system on the Z06 Corvette, and standard on all 
Corvettes since 2001, avoided the wreck. It went where 
I was pointing the steering wheel. The car did that. Not 
me. We “wrecked;” we just did not hit anything. 

Two further comments: In the Teen Driving School 
which I chair for the East Region NCCC, I like to say 
“Auto collisions are not ‘accidents.’ Accidents have a 
reason. Someone made a mistake.” That day was proof 
but the Z06 corrected for my “mistake:” I really should 
have just backed off, let  the Tundra cut me off but make 
more space — space in which to live. 

And second: the replacement for Jo Ann’s Buick will 
have active handling.

Engine Stand - 2ea

Hydraulic Engine Crane & Tilter - 2ea

C1 / C2 Body Lifting Jig - 2ea

Solid Axle Rebound Strap Riveting 
Tool

Solid Axle Rear Spring Banding Tool

Engine Start-Up “Dash Board” Box

California Screamin’ 
NCRS Racing DVD

NCRS Training 5 DVD Set 
Judging 101, Ops, Matrix Training, 
Ref Manual, Paint & Fiberglass

Coil Spring Compressor

Mid-Year Trailing Arm Tools

Radiator Stamp Kit 
“GM” “16 CT” “06A CG”

Bob Baird / (804) 368-8465 / envcons@ comcast.net

MAC owns a collection of tools and literature, 
primarily unique to Corvette restoration and repair, 
for use by members. Generally these are special 
use tools needed one time during a restoration/
repair project. If you have any suggestions for 
other unique tools that would make it possible 
to do your restoration task yourself, let me know 
and I can present your suggestion to the Board 
of Directors.
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‘56 C-1 Restoration

Tech Tips by Mike McCagh

Editor’s Note:  This is another installment in a series of technical tips for those restoring ‘56 C-1 cars.

Horizontal Top Rails

Photo 1: One can tighten the bow plates after forcing 
the two top rails into place.

Photo 5: Take a 1” hole saw and go about 2” into the 
other end of the long 2 x 4. 

Photo 2: Cut a short 2 x 4 about 4” long to sit under 
the bottle jack. 

Photos 3 and 4: Cut a 1 1/2” buy 1” notch in the top 
of a second 2 x 4  that, in this example, measured 20” 
in overall length.

1

2

3 and 4

5

6

Photo 6: Then chisel out the 1” hole. 

Photo 7: The notch and hole add stability to the set-up 
when you force the rails upward with the bottle jack. 

7
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Christmas at the Hen House
by Ron Wilson

On December 7, 2012, the MAC Western Region held it’s annual 
Christmas outing. This year we decided to return to the Hen 

House Restaurant in Frostburg, MD, always a favorite place.  Mike 
McCagh’s daughter, Chris was kind enough to take the group photo 
for us (below). Mike is hiding behind the big guy on the left with 
the brown sweater! We had quite a group of members and friends 
attending. The evening went well as we reminisced of the great 
times we had during the past year. We had a lot fun and plenty of 
laughs as we always seem to have: this is how we do it in the North/
Western Region of MAC. It has been a terrific year for us folks up 
here and we are looking forward to 2013 and working on the MAC 
National in July. Check out the photos below and join us some year. 
It’s worth the drive!

Right: Rich and Linda 
Brant are all smiles by 
the Christmas tree.
Below: K.C. Strawmyre 
sports the traditional 
Christmas antlers.

Above: Sharon and Ron Wilson arrive 
with some holiday goodies.
Below: Lea McCagh and Linda Brant 
oblige the photographer. 

The assembled revelers of the the MAC Western Region take time out for a group photo.
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Mid-Atlantic Chapter
National Corvette Restorers Society

Membership Application 
and Renewal 2013

NCRS # (Required)

Corvettes (Years) Currently Owned

Email Address @

Home Phone Work/Cell Phone

City State Zip +4 -

Address

Name Spouse

Annual Calendar Year Dues - $30.00

Membership Renewal Fee - Paid by February 1, 2013 - $25.00

Make check payable to Mid-Atlantic Chapter NCRS and mail to:

MAC/NCRS
Reid Newcomb, Membership Chairman

5387 Royal Mile Boulevard
Salisbury, Maryland 21801-2324
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5387 Royal Mile Boulevard
Salisbury, Maryland 21801-2324

INSIDE:
Fall Judging Meet and
NCRS 2013 National 
Convention Update


